
Central Ideas for Christian Mission & Evangelisation
Reign of God: The "kingdom” or “reign of God" at the centre of Jesus' own life and mission. The Church continues Jesus' mission of proclaiming God's reign for our world. “The Church is effectively and concretely at the service of the kingdom" [John Paul II]. Instead of being the goal of mission, the Church is its instrument. Mission is not primarily about the expansion of the Church. The Church’s mission is to be universal sacrament, sign and instrument of God's reign in the world.

Missio Dei: God’s divine Self-communication to the world through the mission of the Son and the mission of the Holy Spirit is the source and origin of the Church’s mission. The Church is called to proclaim, witness and enflesh the divine mystery—and in this way to be at the service of God's mission (missio Dei) of transforming the world. The Church is also part of the world and, as such, is called to be evangelized itself.
Evangelization is “the grace and vocation proper to the Church”. It is something the Church does and receives. Evangelization is a complex process made up of various elements including proclamation, witness and the renewal of humanity. So, while evangelization is associated with ‘conversion’, conversion touches upon both the personal and collective consciences of people, the activities in which they engage, and the lives and concrete milieus which are theirs" (Evangelii Nuntiandi).
It is not the Church's mission (missio ecclesiae) that is paramount. The Church only has a mission because it participates in the mission of the Trinitarian God. This is neatly summed up in the saying: “The Church doesn’t have a mission; the mission (of God) has a Church”! In saying this, we obliterate any simplistic notion of a "sending Church" and a "receiving Church". The whole Church is missionary—just as the whole Church is in need of evangelization.  

Transforming Mission: By focusing on the reign of God and missio Dei, both the theology and praxis of missionary activity are transformed. Our concern is no longer some narrow view of implanting the Church and saving souls. The new emphasis is on: the person and ministry of Jesus; the active role of the Holy Spirit; openness of the kingdom to all, especially the poor and marginal; and human liberation as an integral dimension of salvation. Moreover, we no longer perceive the Church in purely institutional terms; the Church is also servant, communio, herald, sacrament, mystery, change-agent, community of disciples. 

Multi-faceted Mission: Evangelization is manifold and complex. It includes diverse aspects: proclamation, reign of God; inculturation; struggle for human liberation; reconciliation; option for the poor; power of the Holy Spirit; interfaith dialogue. Rather than seeing itself as the "community of the saved", the Church acknowledges that she, too, is a pilgrim people standing under the judgment and grace of God. 
In Redemptoris Missio John Paul II distinguishes three distinct missionary foci: ‘mission ad gentes’, for those who have not heard the Gospel; ‘pastoral care’, for established communities of faith who always require ongoing evangelization; and ‘re-evangelization’, for post-Christian people who have lost contact with their Christian roots.

Church and Mission: Key to the newer paradigm is the recognition that the Church is not the kingdom. Nonetheless, the Church has a triple missionary responsibility: to proclaim in word and sacrament the definitive arrival of the kingdom in Jesus Christ; to offer herself as a sign that the kingdom of God is already operative in the world today; and to challenge society as a whole to transform itself according to the kingdom values of justice, love and peace.

Culture and Mission: The Church is called to more intimate engagement with the world. Christians should be wary of transplanting their own cultural perspectives onto other people; they must also take into account the way in which God's Spirit is already present in cultures and traditions prior to the explicit announcement of the Gospel. We can no longer be naïve in recognizing the manner in which faith and culture are intermingled. Above all, this challenges the Church to step outside its very European clothes in the interests of genuine inculturation. Pope John Paul II states that through inculturation the Church "comes to know and to express better the mystery of Christ." 
Social Justice: Struggle for justice, human rights, ecological sustainability and reconciliation among peoples are also dimensions of Christian mission because they relate to Jesus' mission of proclaiming God's reign in the world. Where the Church is involved in these activities, it becomes a servant after the model of Christ who "came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many" (Mt 20:28). There is no dualistic opposition between divine salvation and human liberation since Christ embodies both divinity and humanity in his own person.  

Preferential Option for the Poor: The disciples of Jesus have a particular sensitivity to the way in which God has a "preferential option of the poor". In biblical terms, the poor and those on the margins of society (anawim) are the ones most likely to hear the Word of God and inherit the kingdom of heaven (Mt 5:3). In other words, there is something much more at stake here than the Church taking special care of the marginalized. Far from being the special 'objects' of the Church's mission, they are the 'subjects' who constantly call the Church to more radical Gospel truth and missionary fidelity.

The Holy Spirit: Ultimately, it is the Holy Spirit who inspires and directs the missio Dei throughout the world as well as being "the principal agent of the whole of the Church's mission" [RM 21]. Since the first Pentecost, the Holy Spirit continues to draw people to Christ and so has a special relationship with the Church and her members. Nonetheless, it is the same Holy Spirit who is present and active in individuals, society, history, cultures and religions, animating, purifying and reinforcing the noble aspirations of the entire human family [RM 28]. The Holy Spirit, fount of love and wisdom, inspirer of peace and justice, and catalyst for truth and reconciliation, empowers the Church, enlightens all peoples and renews the face of the earth.
Priorities for Mission: Witness & Proclamation; Liturgy, Prayer & Contemplation; Justice & Peace; Ecology & Integrity of Creation; Ecumenical & Interreligious Dialogue; Inculturation & Attention to Indigenous Traditions; Reconciliation; Role of Women & Laity; Renewal of Church Structures (Communion & Subsidiarity); (New) Evangelisation …
New Evangelisation: Today the church and all Christians are challenged to live more authentic lives. More than this, we are being asked to become ‘evangelisers’, people who announce the “good news” of God’s reign for the world. The word ‘evangelisation’ has taken on increased importance in the messages of all four recent popes and, since John Paul II, we find ourselves invited to take part in what is called ‘the new evangelisation’. In 2010, Pope Benedict XVI even established a Pontifical Council for Promoting the New Evangelisation.

What then is this “new evangelisation”? First, we need to be clear that the church’s call to evangelise is something at the heart of its life, mission and identity. This has been true through all times and ages. However, there are ‘new’ challenges which spring from a fast-changing world and a church confronted by its own weaknesses. We live at a time when many once-Christian societies are becoming post-Christian—or even anti-Christian. We also live at a time when the failure of Christians, including priests and ministers, is highlighted in print and media. 

So, as Pope Paul VI said over thirty years ago, the first task of the church is to “be evangelised herself”. More recently, Pope Francis made a similar plea when he stated that being a Christian is not a matter of belonging to a club. Moreover, he calls on the church to be true to its mission of “evangelising to the ends of the world” rather than being “a sick church turned in on itself”.

The “new evangelisation”, then, requires two important steps. The first is our own challenge to faith and repentance. We must listen to the Word and Spirit of God so that, like the church of Pentecost, our own hearts will be set on fire with God’s love and mercy. For this, prayer, sacrament, liturgy and the community of faith are all important.
Second, we must witness to and proclaim Jesus Christ to the world in such a way that he is accepted and received. For Pope Francis this requires a new approach and attitude: we do not effectively preach the Gospel in the manner of conquering soldiers on the battlefield; rather, we engage with others in a spirit of humility and respectful dialogue. Indeed, the Christian must “listen to everyone” and “build bridges, not walls!” 

Poet Kenneth Crotty states: ‘Jesus has to be born afresh in every age”. In this sense, evangelisation is always new. Today, that task has particular urgency in light of the challenges facing our church, cultures, traditions, politics, economies, marginalized peoples & the earth itself.
	1
	Gerard Hall SM: Central Ideas for Christian Mission & Evangelisation


18
	3
	Gerard Hall SM: Central Ideas for Christian Mission & Evangelisation
	



